History Alive

Chapter 6 The Declaration of Independence

Notes

6.1 Introduction

A.  At the end of Ch 5, the bloodshed at Lexington and Concord was a turning point for the colonies.

B.  The choices for the colonies were pretty clear.

1. the colonies could declare independence, which would most likely lead to war

INDEPENDENCE: freedom from control by another government or country



2. the colonies could continue with protests and petitions

PETITION: (n) a formal, written request; (v) to make a formal demand or request

C. Patrick Henry was one of the most outspoken supporters for declaring independence.

1.  “I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death.”

6.2 The War Begins

A. The Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia on May 10, 1775

B. George Washington was chosen unanimously as the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army

C. The Continental Army was made up of troops from all of the colonies

D. The Battle of Bunker Hill

1. the militiamen near Boston fortified two hills that overlooked the city – Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill

FORTIFIED: to reinforce or strengthen usually by adding materials or building up

2. the British attached Breed’s Hill as soon as they arrived in Boston

3. Israel Putnam with the militiamen ordered his men “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes.”

4. The militiamen fired on the British when they got close, the British retreated, regrouped, and attacked again, then retreated, regrouped, and attacked a 3rd time – this time taking the hill, but only because the Americans had used up all their gunpowder and pulled back

5. This battle, which was misnamed the “Battle of Bunker Hill” was short, but very bloody

6. Both sides knew the war had begun

6.3 The Siege of Boston

A. A week after Bunker Hill, George Washington took control of his new army, which had very little discipline, order, or government.

B. A month later, Washington found out that the army only had 36 barrels of gunpowder

C. Washington started a rumor saying the army had 1,800 barrels of gunpowder to deceive the British army, and it worked.  In the meantime, he sent letters to the colonies begging for gunpowder.

D. He got the gunpowder, but needed artillery before he could attack the British.

E. Henry Knox went to Fort Ticonderoga and gathered 59 cannons bringing them back to Boston on sleds plus 2,300 pounds of lead for future bullets

F. British soldiers awoke on the morning of March 4, 1776 to the ridges of Dorchester Heights being lined with cannons all aimed at the city of Boston.

G. Rather than risk more bloodshed, British General Howe abandoned Boston and within days, more than 100 ships left Boston for Canada

6.4 Toward Independence

A. Nearly a year had passed between the shots at Lexington & Concord and the British retreat from Boston

B. Most colonists considered themselves loyal British subjects and their quarrel was not with Britain itself, but with the policies toward the colonies

C. In July 1775, Congress sent a petition to King George asking him to end the quarrel.  The name of this petition was the “Olive Branch Petition” because the olive branch is a symbol of peace.

D. By the time the petition reached the King, he declared the colonies to be in open rebellion and called the colonists “traitors.”

E. Being called a traitor even caused George Washington to agree with Patrick Henry’s push for independence.

F. Most colonists were still fearful of independence and in early 1776, Thomas Paine published a fiery pamphlet called “Common Sense.”  The ideas in the pamphlet included:

1. Americans did not owe any loyalty to King George

2. Americans had suffered under British control and had been hurt by being dragged into Britain’s European wars

G. More than 120,000 copies of “Common Sense” were printed and within a few months, Paine’s argument for independence helped persuade colonists to believe that was best for America

6.5 Thomas Jefferson Drafts a Declaration

A. Shortly after the British left Boston, the Second Continental Congress appointed a committee to write a declaration (or formal statement) of independence.

1. Thomas Jefferson, the youngest member of the committee, was given the task of writing the declaration

2. His job was to explain to the world why the colonies wanted to separate from Britain

3. Jefferson gave a simple explanation - 

a. He stated that all people are born equal in God’s sight, and that all are entitled to the same basic rights

b. Those rights include life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness

c. Governments are formed and intended to secure these basic rights

d. The government’s power to rule comes from the people they are governing (in this case – the American citizens)

e. If a government fails to protect the people’s rights then the people have a right to alter (change) or abolish (get rid of) that government and create a new one that WILL protect their rights

B. Thomas Jefferson also listed the King’s “crimes” against the colonists

1. The King showed no concern for the colonists

2. The King’s policies really established “an absolute tyranny” over the colonies

TYRANNY:  the unjust use of government power

3. Jefferson also said that the King was unfit to be the ruler of free people

C. Jefferson finished the declaration by saying that it was time for the colonies ties to Britain to be broken and should be FREE and INDEPENDENT states

6.6 The Final Break

A. The Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia on July 1, 1776 to discuss declaring independence from Britain

B. On July 2, 1776, all but ONE of the 13 colonies had voted for independence.  New York was the one who cast no vote

C. Congress decides to revise (change) part of Jefferson’s declaration

1. the part that they revised had to do with slavery

2. Jefferson had charged that the King had violated the rights of a distant people by carrying them into slavery

3. Southerners were afraid that there would be demands to free the African slaves

4. Northerners were worried that New England merchants might be offended because they profited (made money) from the slave trade

5. Even delegates who opposed (were against) slavery wanted the passage about slavery taken out of the declaration because they did not think it was fair to blame the King for enslaving the Africans.

D. July 4, 1776 – delegates approved the final version of the Declaration of Independence; therefore, pledging to support independence with their lives, fortunes, and honor

E. This declaration of independence was committing an act of treason against Great Britain

TREASON:  a violation of allegiance toward one’s country or sovereign ruler
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