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Ruby Bridges Teacher Tips: 

 I’m a 4th grade Virginia teacher and usually show 

this video during the VS.9 unit after students have 

learned about integration.  While this movie isn’t set 

in Virginia, it does an excellent job demonstrating 

the struggles during this time period. 

 Give video guide beforehand and review questions 

so students know what to look for.  Pick stopping 

points in the movie so students have a chance to 

write their answers. 

 Due to the intensity of the movie, the worksheet is 

more geared towards student’s opinions rather 

than writing the correct answer. 

 Use the question cards afterwards to guide 

student’s discussion of the movie towards more 

specific events from the movie. 

 The discussion cards could be used whole group or 

small group.  There are many ways to incorporate 

them. 

 I hope you and your students find this guide and 

questions helpful.  Happy learning! 
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Ruby Bridges Video Guide 
Name: _______________________________ Date: __________________ 

 

Part I: Setting and Characters 

 Answers 

Location  

Time Period  

Main 
Characters 

 

 

Part II: Questions 

1.        CAUSE           EFFECT 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What does the word discrimination mean?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. There were many examples of discrimination in the Ruby Bridges story.  

Find at least three and write them in the chart. 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

____ 

 

The new school Ruby goes 

to now becomes 

integrated. 
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4. Circle two adjectives to describe your initial reaction to Ruby being 

escorted by the U.S. Federal Marshals on her first day of school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now explain why you chose those words to describe your feelings about 

that scene.  Write in complete sentences. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What was the most shocking moment or event you saw in the movie?  

Why was it shocking? Write in complete sentences. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. After seeing what Ruby had to go through, do you think you could have 

been as brave as her?  Why or why not?  Write in complete sentences. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Ruby Bridges Discussion Question Cards 
 

How do you think Ruby felt 
when she saw the 

inappropriate words written 
on the column outside of the 

school? 

Why do you think alison’s dad 
(ruby’s neighborhood 

friend), was angry when he 
found his daughter playing 

with ruby? 

How do you think the 
neighbors felt with all of 

the police cars blocking the 
streets? 

Do you think it was fair for 
the parents of ruby’s new 

classmates took their 
children out of school? Why 

or why not? 

Think of two words that 
describe ruby’s teacher, mrs. 

henry. 

Do you agree it was the right 
things to do to send Ruby to 

the new school? 

Think of three words that 
describe ruby bridge’s 

character. 

Why did ruby bridges refuse 
to eat her mother’s cooking? 
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Why did ruby bridges only 
want to eat packaged foods 

like coca-cola and potato 
chips? 

What two words would you 
use to describe the principal, 

miss woodmere? 

Why do you think it was so 
hard for the people to accept 

integration? 

Would you want to go to 
school if everyday you had to 

hear and see people who 
didn’t want you there? 

Do you think the military 
doctor, dr. Robert coles, 
helped ruby?  If so, how? 

How powerful do you think 
prayer was for ruby? 

What effect did ruby going to 
the new school have on her 

parents? 

Was it fair for ruby’s dad to 
lose his job because of the 

new school she went to? 
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Why did mrs. Stein ask ruby 
and her father to stop coming 

to the store? 

Why was ruby’s father 
against her seeing the doctor 

at first? 

Why did abon, ruby’s father, 
later change his mind about 

ruby meeting with the 
doctor? 

The marshal’s said abon 
couldn’t take ruby to school.  

Why couldn’t ruby’s father 
come to school with her?  Do 

you think that was a good 
idea? 

How did you feel when ruby 
scored well on her end of the 

year test? 

How did you feel when miss 
woodmere tried to lower 

ruby’s scores on her end of 
the year test? 

Why does the other first 
grade teacher, miss spencer, 
started to be nicer to ruby’s 

teacher, mrs. henry? 

How do you think life was for 
the William franz school the 

next school year? 
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Did you expect there to be a 
crowd chanting against ruby 

on her first day of school?  
What was your first 

reaction? 

Why do you think ruby was 
the only child to integrate 

William franz school?  What 
happened to the six other 

girls? 

How do you think abon felt 
about dr. boyard, the leader 

of the naacp? 

Do you think mrs. Henry was a 
good match for ruby?  Why 

or why not? 

Do you believe that school is 
different than the time ruby 

bridges went to William 
franz?  How do you know? 

What are two things that 
made ruby bridges get 

through the year 
successfully in your opinion? 

 

 

 


